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As | begin to write this arti-
cle, I grab my two-part fam-
ily law binders off my book-
shelf that | received from
Professor Ryan's class 15
years ago, and try to recall
what we learned regarding
divorce law in Wyoming.

30 | Wyoming Lawyer  August 2016

As I thumb through the pages, it discusses
many of the basic tenants of divorce such as
the grounds for seeking a divorce, the just
and equitable disposition of marital prop-
erty, and now after July 1, 2000, those ten
factors set forth in W.S. 20-2-201 which de-
lineate what a court shall consider when de-
termining what is in the best interests of the
children when their parents sadly divorce.
Those basics we learned in law school
about divorce and family law were a great

foundation, but there is so much more to
the practice of family law in the real world.
As my practice has evolved over the years to
become more focused on family law, I often
describe my work to others as being a daily
soap opera once I walk through the doors
of my office. There is never a dull moment
in the practice of family law. Whether it be
helping a young mother of two children
through a divorce after her estranged hus-
band left her to be with her so-called best
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friend, or working a divorce case where the
couple’s relationship surprisingly (sarcasm)
fell apart after they attempted to have an
« . b2l . .

open marriage” where they invited others
into the intimacy of their own bedroom.

The drama I describe above as a “daily

soap opera’ can often take an emotional toll
on very fine lawyers, and it also provides a
certain stigma to the practice of family law
altogether where many lawyers decide this
work is not for them.

So, how do lawyers approach working
a divorce or family law case without letting
the emotional turmoil of such cases get to
them?

First, don't get wrapped up in the dra-
ma yourself. When a prospective client calls
my office and after my legal assistant gathers
some basic facts and runs a conflict check, I
return that call and start every conversation
with that prospective client: “Tell me about
your case, and how I can help?” Approach-
ing a new divorce case from the standpoint
that you are merely helping that individual

attorneys to get caught up in the emotional

turmoil of the case themselves. After many

years of working a case in that fashion, I am
fairly certain it will take both a mental toll
on you as well as skew your own perspective
on life.

Third, leave the emotional baggage at
home when you get to trial. Let’s face it—
district court judges in Wyoming hear more
cases involving divorce and family issues than
any other types of case. They've heard that
the husband is emotionally abusive and con-
trolling, or that the wife had an extra-mari-
tal affair so often during their tenure on the
bench that they likely give little to no value
to those facts unless it is somehow directly
affecting the children. Therefore, don’t waste
your precious trial time by telling the Court
all the bad things about the other party.
Focus more on telling the Court all the good
things about your client and how he/she de-
serves custody of the children, and shy away
from disparaging the other party. Not only
do courts appreciate that sort of approach to

"I've had the unfortunate pleasure of working
a number of divorce cases where opposing

counsel wants to do nothing more than tell -

you how despicable your client is all the while
painting their clients in an angelic Light.”

through what is likely to be one of the worst |

experirences of his or her life helps me to
distance myself from the drama that often
accompanies this kind of case. [ am merely
helping a client through the complicated le-

gal process of his or her case, and helping

present the case to a court in the best man-
ner I know how, but all the while trying not
to become involved in the drama.

Second, always be professional in work-
ing a divorce case. I've had the unfortunate
pleasure of working a number of divorce
cases where opposing counsel wants to do
nothing more than tell you how despicable
your client is, all the while painting his
clients in an angelic light. I think we can
all agree that both parties have their own
unique faults, but to work a case in that
fashion does little to accomplish the ulti-
mate goal of dividing marital property and
deciding the custody of their children. All
it really does is waste energy and allows the
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a case, but one has to often remember that
at the end of the day, this broken couple that
just appeared in Court has to spend the next
number of years trying to co-parent and
raise children together even though they
may be divorced. Spending your time dis-
paraging the other throughout a trial does
very little to foster that relationship amongst
estranged spouses who must continue to get
along well enough to raise their children ro-
gether for years to come.

At the end of the day, if one is able to
distance himself from the emotional drama
of a divorce case, and work the case in a re-
spectful and professional manner to both
your colleagues and to the Court itself, then
the practice of divorce law can actually be a
rewarding experience and enjoyed for many
years to come.
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